
















SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

1. Introduction 

This land evaluation of  the Farjano Settlement Project in the Lower Shabeelle 
Region of Somalia has examined 16 000 hectares of  alluvial soils. The evaluation 
was requested by UNHCR wi th  the aim of locating land suitable for semi- 
mechanised rainfed (dryland) agriculture on which refugee settlers w i l l  become 
farmers, under the direction of  a. farm management system that provides land 
preparation and planting services. The evaluation was also to  examine the land 
suitability for settlement location, forestry and small-scale irrigation. A 
topographic survey was to be carried out to provide a contoured base map, and an 
additional topographicai survey was requested of the Farjano village irrigated 
farm (Sheikh Mohammed Hikam). 

2. Topographical Surveys 

These were carried out by surveying along existing roads and on traces espec- 
ially cut for the survey. In the main study area survey points every 100 m were 
made along traces, 1 k m  apart. The survey points were based on an arbitrary 
datum of 100 m, located along the Sablaale - Modun road at  the end of line 9, 
since it proved impossible to locate a known benchmark. However, this arbitrary 
datum is approximately 45 m above sea level. 

The topographical map was prepared on a laydown of  1 : 30 000 aerial photographs 
and based on enlargement o f  1 : 100 000 topographical map. This was then 
enlarged to 1 : 25 000. Contour information was requested at  1 m intervals, but 
the amount of detail and relation of this to known geomorphological features, 
enabled a 0.5 m contour interval to be drawn. 

The survey of the Farjano village of Sheikh Mohammed Hikam was carried out in a 
similar way, except that no additional traces were cut. This survey had to be. 
curtailed slightly because of  administrative reasons which prevented the survey 
team from gaining fu l l  access to the Farjano - Haaway area. We would have wished 
to examine the Farjano - Haaway swamp and the weir a t  Haaway to assess the 
levels o f  the swamp and weir but this was not possible. Since development w i l l  
depend on a complete understanding of  water flow and water requirements in the 
Haaway area, it is essential that these administrative diff icult ies be overcome. 

3. Environment 

3.1 C l i m a t e  

The study briefly examined the rainfal l  records of the region. Records are 
incomplete and only one station (Sablaale) operates at present. Rainfall 
increases from 300 mm at Modun to  500 mm a t  Sablaale and i n  good years the 
Sablaale area may receive a to ta l  of 500 mm in  the gu season alone. Der season 
rainfal l  is often less than 150 mm and inadequate for rainfed cropping. The 
reason for the rise in  rainfall inland from the coast is attributed to moist or 
swampy surface conditions between Haaway and Sablaale. Moist air masses receive 
supplementary moisture from these swampy areas and induce 
over them. Reclamation of  swamps and dense riparian woodland 
r a i n f a l l  reductions t ha t  would be deleter ious f o r  the 
development. 
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